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NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK: Plans in Action 


By John S. Robling, Director, National Library Week, 
National Book Committee 


First National Library Week 


National Library Week, March 16-22, 1958, is the first united drive 
of the communications industry to increase the number of readers in America 
and to increase reading among confirmed readers. It is being planned by 
the National Book Committee, a nonprofit organization formed to promote 
the wider and wiser use of books, in cooperation with the American Library 
Association, and is being supported by newspaper, magazine and book pub- 
lishers and by radio and TV interests. 


Why a National Library Week? 


Because the habit of reading is not keeping pace with increased edu- 
cation, leisure time or high, disposable income. Because 60 percent of 
American adults did not read a book, other than the Bible, during 1954. 
Because half of the adults in this country live within a mile of a public 
library — but only one fifth of them visit it. Because new standards 
of public library service have just been issued by the American Library 
Association; they need community attention and acceptance. Because re- 
cruiting trained personnel is a major problem for all libraries; greater 
efforts are needed to attract young people to the profession. The shortage 
is handicapping library expansion. Because soaring enrollments mean that 
school and college library facilities must be expanded. 


What Has Been the Response? 


--Senate resolution introduced by 17 bipartisan supporters, calling 
on President Eisenhower to proclaim the Week as a national event and 
praising the campaign. 

--Junior Chambers of Commerce are officially coordinating their 
"Operation Library" project with NLW. 

--Advertising Council has approved it as meeting 
the requirements of a public service project, including 
it on their supplementary list in the March-April Radio- 

TV bulletin. 

--General Federation of Women's Clubs is urging 
support of its members in addition to their "Know Your 
Library Month" program. 

--An Associated Press story by W.G. Rogers went to 
all member papers September 21; a two-page feature in 
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New York World Telegram and Sun appeared October 12; This Week Magazine, 
with 12,000,000 circulation, features NLW in its choice "Words to Live 
By" column inside the front cover. Other important magazine, newspaper 
and network coverage is upcoming as the campaign accelerates. 

--The American Newspaper Publishers Association has sent word of the 
program's value in its bulletin to all newspaper managers; the Magazine 
Publishers Association has expressed approval and interest. 

--The NLW director has talked with leaders of national religious, 
labor, education, professional and service organizations — in Washington 
in September, in New York in October — telling them how they can back 
NLW through their regular country-wide yearly programs. 


How Is National Library Week Organized? 


The National Book Committee has appointed a Steering Committee to 
oversee operations throughout the country and is enlarging its staff. 
Harold Guinzburg, President of the Viking Press, is chairman. 

--In New York, organization handbooks are now distributed to state 
chairmen. Promotion kits will be assembled and sent to state committees 
and local communities. The kits will include suggestions for carrying 
out the National Library Week campaign. 

--In the states, territories and provinces, Library Week committees 
are being formed of leading citizens from education, business, government, 
civic activities and the professions. They will carry out specific pro- 
grams, appoint and supervise committees in the major cities. 

--These Committees will represent members of the community concerned 
with the success of Library Week: newspaper publishers, booksellers, 
school officials, adult education leaders, advertising agencies and li- 
braries. 


What Is the American Library Association Doing? 


--Enlisting the early and active support of the state chapters of 
ALA through a nation-wide ALA Committee on National Library Week, with 
President Lucile Morsch as chairman. 

--Forming ALA committees in each state that are responsible for help- 
ing to plan National Library Week, for securing library and librarian 
participation in the Week, and publicity about the program. 

--Communicating with ALA members through the library press, reporting 
plans for National Library Week and passing on suggestions for library 
participation. 


How Can Individual Librarians Cooperate with the National Library Week 
Staff? 


--By offering libraries as the rallying points for community attention 
and action. The foundation of the campaign will be based on the network 
of libraries that spans the country. 

--By lending facilities of the library which may be useful to the 
Library Week Committee in conducting the campaign. 

--By suggesting community leaders to be included on Library Week 
committees. 

--By persuading press, radio and television representatives in each 
community to provide time and space to Library Week events. 
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Recent Rooks 


A SELECTION 







Suggested by Book Information Section 
Florence Boochever, Editor Laura E. McDowell 













Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 





YP *Alexander, Edgar. Adenauer and the new Germany; the Chancellor of 
RH the vanquished. Farrar. $5.25. 

Important, enlightening survey of present-day Germany and its historic 
background, ethical and political problems, the reunification issue 
and the influence on European security of Adenauer and the "Christian 
Democratic Union." Epilogue by Chancellor Adenauer. 943 .087 













Brenan, Gerald. South from Granada. Farrar. $4. 

The author of The face of Spain (1951) recalls with wit and penetra- 
tion some seven post-World War I years in a remote Andalusian village, 
local beliefs and customs, amusing people with their quarrels and 

love affairs, the archeology and history of the region, and some lit- 
erary visitors. Sophisticated. 914.68 








Y *Brent, Mrs. Ruth. Time for a party; the complete home party book. 
McGraw-Hill. $4.95. 
Written to help the hostess “entertain with a flair", these step-by- 
step directions for a variety of parties for adults and children in- 
clude attractive suggestions for decorations, games and menus with 
recipes. Photographs, drawings. Bibliography, index. 793 
In How to do it; or, The lively art of entertaining, by Elsa Maxwell 
(Little. $4.75. 642), the highly successful, adventurous writer 
gives shrewd advice to lesser hostesses, based on her experiences 
with celebrities. Photographs. A chapter of choice recipes, index. 

Y *Group socials for every month, by Jane Kirk (Abingdon. $2.95. 793) 
contains original, practical ideas for informal or formal church, 
club and purely social entertainments, with themes and motives for a 

small gathering or a convention. Drawings. 























YP Burgess, Eric. Guided weapons. Macmillan. $5. 

R Excellent introduction for intelligent laymen and students, showing 
the development of missiles since the end of World War II and ex- 
plaining technical features such as the guidance system, the power 
plant, the propellant and lethal effectiveness. Photographs, figures. 
Tables, bibliography, index. 623.74 






YP *Bursey, Jack. Antarctic night; one man's story of 28,224 hours at 
RH the bottom of the world. Rand McNally. $4.95. 
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The author accompanied Admiral Byrd on two Antarctic expeditions and 
later served as a technical adviser on Operation Deepfreeze, 1955-57, 
and his exciting reminiscences interestingly compare the early years 
of exploration on skis and dog sledges with the mechanized, less 
glamorous method of the modern Seabees. Map, photographs. 919.9 

In My friends, the huskies, by Robert Dovers (Farrar. $3.95. 636.73), 


RH an Australian in charge of the dog teams on the Third French Antarctic 


Expedition, 1951-52, vividly describes the character and training of 
the individual dogs and the habits of the Emperor penguins during a 
year in Adelia Land. Photographs. 


H *Christman, Lansing. A hillside harvest. Hanover. $2.95. 


Brief essays by the Director of News Broadcasting for WGY-WRGB, who 
lives near Schenectady on the farm where he was born, denote his sensi- 
tive awareness of the beauties of the outdoors and their significance 
in a troubled world. 574.973 


Cohen, Mrs. R.K. A boy's quiet voice. Greenberg. $2.75. 
How a religious Jewish family lived intelligently with a diagnosis 
of bone cancer that proved fatal to a 14-year-old boy, the oldest son, 
is told in an unemotional, impressive memorial to "Eph" that could 


serve as an example to fellow-sufferers. B or 92 


Eliot, T.S. On poetry and poets. Farrar. $4.50. 
Sixteen critical essays dealing with Virgil, Goethe and Kipling, among 
others, and with various phases of the poetic art. 808.1 


Ellis, H.B. Israel and the Middle East. Ronald. $4. 

Based on firsthand observation and historical research, the former 
Middle East correspondent, now Assistant Overseas News Editor for 
The Christian Science Monitor, presents a timely study of "the in- 
ception, development, and present status of the Palestine problem." 
Map. Bibliography, index. 956.94 


YP *Evans, L.H. This is America's hour. Revell. $2. 


RH 


Y 


Five sermons by the summer preacher at The National Presbyterian 
Church, Washington, D.C. point out the spiritual role that America 
must play in world affairs and the "necessity of our souls catching 
up with our brains in this material age." Notes. 251 


Ewen, David. Richard Rodgers. Holt. $4.95. 

Details the family background, schooling, happy marriage, collabora- 
tions and career of the phenomenally successful composer whose work 
has grown in depth and composition as well as popularity. Photographs. 
Appendixes, index. B or 92 


Gellermann, Henry. How to make money make money; professional advice 
about stocks and bonds. Crowell. $4.50. 

To increase capital or income or both, a Bache and Company executive 

clearly explains market ups and downs, the broker's role in selection 
of stocks and the pros and cons of speculation. Tables, appendixes, 

glossary, index. 332.6 


Holcombe, A.N. & others. Strengthening the United Nations. Harper. 
$4. 
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This Tenth Report of the Commission to Study the Organization of 
Peace contains the text, an important summary of recommendations and 
reports of the special study committees. Appendix, index. 341.13 
















*Holt, L.E. The Good Housekeeping book of baby and child care. 
Appleton. $4.95. 

Presents the essentials of infant feeding and care for the mother of 
today, adding the "why" to the "what" of planning for the baby and 
dealing with early problems. Handsome book with two-column printing, 
many photographs and drawings. Charts. Index. 649.1 












Jimenez, J.R. Selected writings; tr. by H.R. Hays. Farrar. $4.75. 
Newly translated, representative prose and poetry by the distinguished 
Spanish man of letters who won the 1956 Nobel Prize for Literature. 
Arranged chronologically since 1950. 868 .6 
















Kerr, Walter. Pieces at eight. Simon & Schuster. $3.95. 
Perspicacious, neatly witty, reprinted pieces by the drama critic of 







ce 


actors and many facets of the theater. No index. 792.01 
















Klein, G.W. All but my life. Hill and Wang. $3.95. 
Now a happy Buffalo matron, the writer was 15 when the Germans occupied 
her home town in Poland, and here, with realism and evidence of an 
unconquerable spirit, she details the suffering and degradation she 
endured in labor and concentration camps and on a 1,000-mile, forced 
march before liberation and marriage to an American lieutenant. 940.54 








Y *Lee, C.P. Athenian adventure, with alarums & excursions. Knopf. $4. 
A Fulbright professor at the University of Athens, 1955-56, scorning 
the usual tourists' attractions, came to know the people and here 
describes in delightful sketches the "lively, talkative and individ- 
ualistic'" Greeks who became his friends. Drawings. 914.95 













YP *McCormick, Mrs. A.O. 
RH Farrar. $4. 
Of historical as well as religious interest to readers of all faiths, 
this collection of dispatches to The New York Times and other essays 
offers an unbiased, eyewitness account of the impact of world events 
on the Vatican and the role of the Papacy in those fateful years of 
conflict between church and state. 262.13 


Vatican journal, 1921-1954; ed. by M.T. Sheehan. 











Majdalany, Fred. The Battle of Cassino. Houghton. $4. 

R Carefully researched, well-written study by a participant in the 
Battle of Cassino who sets forth the political and strategic back- 
ground of the Italian campaign, defending the bombing of the monastery 
and critically analyzing British and American tactics. Maps, photo- 

graphs. Bibliography, index. 940 .542 














YP *Marshall, Mrs. C.W. To live again. McGraw-Hill. $3.95. 
RH How a "particularly ill-equipped widow" accepted her responsibilities 
and found a new interest in editing Peter Marshall's sermons, writing 


his biography and acting as technical adviser to the production of 
the movie, "A Man Called Peter", is told in an unsentimental testa- 


ment of courage and spiritual faith. B or 92 
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YP *Morenus, Richard. Dew Line; Distant Early Warning; the miracle of 


RH 


America's first line of defense. Rand McNally. $3.95. 

Thrilling account of the building in three years of the 3,000-mile 
Dew Line, key link in our radar defense system, which spans the Arctic 
shore of Alaska and is in direct communication with the Continental 
Air Defense Command at Colorado Springs and with the Ground Observer 
Corps of civilian volunteers in the United States and Canada. 358.4 


YP *Nash, Ogden. The Christmas that almost wasn't. Little. $3.50. 


RH 


Lilting verse tells old and young how Evilard, "the nastiest of neph- 
ews,"' locked up jolly King Oldwin and brought misery to Lullapat and 
how young Nicky Knock wakened King Wenceslaus and saved Christmas for 
the land. Delightful illustrations by Linell Nash. 394.2 


Parker, Pierson. Inherit the promise. Seabury. $4.25. 

In "Six Keys to New Testament thought" (subtitle), a professor at the 
General Theological Seminary, addressing the layman primarily, ex- 
amines the times of the early Christians and the relevance of Jesus' 
teachings to His age and our own. Index. 225.6 


YP *Sagendorph, Robb, ed. The Old Farmer's Almanac sampler. Washburn. 
$5. 

From editions of the Almanac, now in its 165th year, have been culled 
these "gems of wit, wisdom and entertainment", arranged by topic and 
illustrated with reproductions from original engravings. 529.5 


RH 
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Sams, Mrs. J.B. White mother. McGraw-Hill. $3.95. 

With touching simplicity, a California teacher relates the rescue 
from utter destitution of twin Negro girls by a benevolent and wise 
young woman in their Florida town who set Mingie and Veanie Bennett 
(the narrator) on the path of education and happy marriage. B or 92 


Sarton, May. In time like air. Rimehart. $2.75. 
The precise word, depth in simplicity, and a special grace mark these 
recent lyrics by the esteemed American poet.Many are reprinted. 811.5 


*Scharff, Robert. Be your own nurseryman, Barrows. $3.50. 


Detailed, practical advice by an experienced nurseryman on planning 

a home garden of vines, shrubs and trees as a hobby or as a money- 
making enterprise.Drawings, tables. Sources of material, index.631.53 
Your garden in town, by R.M. Peters (Holt. $3.75. 635.9) points out 
the rewards and techniques of successful gardening in the back yard, 
on the roof and in containers outside or within the home, suggesting 
suitable plant materials. Photographs. Index. 

In The complete book of chrysanthemums, by Cornelius Ackerson (Double- 
day. $4.95. 635.93), an enthusiast shares his fortunate experience 
with chrysanthemum cultivation, giving thorough and helpful information 
on the many varieties of plants that can be grown for exhibition or 

as a part-time business, Fully illustrated with drawings and photo- 
graphs, some in color. Tables, appendixes, index. 

In Easy ways to good flower arrangement, by Mrs. M.B. Kittel (Studio. 
$4.50. 635.9), a nationally known exhibitor and judge of flower shows 
gives step-by-step directions for artistic effects with few flowers 
and illustrates with exquisite photographs. Diagrams. Bibliography. 
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*Smith, Mrs. E.G. The complete book of absolutely perfect baby and 
child care. Harcourt. $2.75. 
More zany, wholesome chapters by the author of The complete book of 


absolutely perfect housekeeping. Appeared in part in The Ladies' 
Home Journal. Merry drawings. 817.5 













Stewart, G.R. N.A. 1: the North-South Continental Highway. 2 v. 

RH Houghton. v.1, Looking north. $4.50; v.2, Looking south. $5.50. 
In striking photographs, interesting text and relief maps, the author 
of U.S. 40 (1953) describes his trip from the Canadian border to Circle, 
Alaska, and from the Mexican border to Costa Rica, discussing the 

choices of routes, equipment and experiences along the way. 917 












YP *Terasaki, Mrs. G.H. Bridge to the sun. Univ. of North Carolina. 
R $3.50. 

Married to a Japanese diplomat in 1931, an American woman chose de- 
portation to Japan with him and their daughter after Pearl Harbor and 
this is a sensitive, unsentimental account of a rewarding interracial 
partnership, including happy prewar years at various embassies and 
her ailing husband's courageous efforts for peace. B or 92 













Thurber, James. Alarms and diversions. Harper. $4.50. 

Collection of highly original drawings and pieces, new and old, some 
rewritten, many reprinted from The New Yorker, making an excellent 
representation of the noted humorist's work. 817.5 











Van Druten, John. The widening circle. Scribner. $3.95. 
Quiet reflections of the London-born playwright, an "American by 
choice," on his interests and quest for self-realization. B or 92 











Werner, M.R. It happened in New York. Coward-McCann. $3.95. 

Seven well-researched, immensely entertaining chapters that point up 
significant episodes in New York City's past from the time of its 
first visitors to Dr. Parkhurst's crusade against crime. Three pieces 
are reprinted from The New Yorker. 974.71 














Fiction 





Borland, H.G. The amulet. Lippincott. $3.50. 
R In rhythmic prose relates how Quincy Scott, almost 19, leaves the 
farm near Denver in 1861 and Rhoda Bennett, his intended, to trek 
eastward to Missouri, returning unharmed after the Battle of Wilson's 
Creek, protected by the charm received from Rhoda. 





YP *Bradbury, Ray. Dandelion wine. Doubleday. $3.95. 

R The enchanted summer of 1928 when Douglas Spaulding was 12 in a small 
Illinois town is poetically evoked as Doug becomes aware of everyday 
excitements and glimpses the grownup world. 















PR Chase, M.E. The edge of darkness. Norton. $3.50. 
On the day of 90-year-old Sarah Holt's funeral, Lucy, her companion 
for 30 years, recalls her early days as a captain's wife when she 
sailed around the world and now, this memorable, somber tale unfolds, 
an era ends in a small fishing community on the coast of Maine. 
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Horgan, Paul. Give me possession. Farrar. $3.50. 

Striking, if not entirely credible story about well-endowed, success- 
ful David Bonright, married to another Californian, beautiful, wealthy 
Agatha Winlake, and of David's realization after a love affair with 

a French girl during World War II of human sympathy and responsibility. 


Mercer, C.E. The Drummond tradition. Putnam. $3.95. 

How the conflict is resolved between Drew Drummond, vacationing in 
Italy, who is determined to be a civilian after World War II and 
Korean service, and his father, who urges him to help write the four- 
generation family's war memoirs and stay in the army, makes an inter- 
esting, sophisticated novel. 


YP *Miller, Mrs. H.T. Christmas at Mount Vernon with George and Martha 
RH Washington. Longmans, $2.50. 
Appealing novelette describing the Washingtons' first Christmas after 
the war, shared with friends, relatives and servants. 


Ross, Mrs. N.W. The return of Lady Brace. Random. $3.75. 

After her second husband's death in England, American-born Lady Brace 
visits her childhood Long Island home where her two married daughters 
and eccentric brother, returned from Ceylon with a Buddhist monk, are 
now living, and how "Venerable Sir" solves a confused family's problems 
is subtly and plausibly related in a distinguished novel. 


*Saint, D.J. (Miss Read, pseud.). Village diary. Houghton. $3.50. 
Further year-round chapters by the author of Village school (1956) 


describe with humor and perception the people in her life, classroom 
activities and the occasional trials but deep rewards of being "part 
of a small, living community." 


*Stevenson, D.E. The tall stranger. Rinehart. $3.50. 
Lighthearted, predictable romance centered in Barbie France, attractive 
London interior decorator, who discovers during convalescence at her 
aunt's Cotswold estate that a young naval officer interests her more 
than the undependable childhood friend she was expected to marry. 


*Thirkell, Mrs. A.M. A double affair. Knopf. $3.95. 
Marriages are the order of the day in the latest Barsetshire chronicle 
which gaily describes the villagers' reactions to three weddings and 
the budding romance between the "hard to please" Edith Graham and the 
Reverend Lord Harcourt. 


*Thompson, Mrs. Kate. Mandevilla. Houghton. $4. 
Continues the story of the South African Derains begun in Great House 
(1955) centering in the lovely, mysterious distant cousin who comes 
to live with the family and marries Beau, the oldest son, returned 
after four years of exile. 


*White, Mrs. N.G. The gift and the giver. Viking. $3.95. 
Cornelia Boone of New England is the narrator in this candid, modern 
chronicle of a domineering woman whose literary husband left her be- 
cause she despised him and whose thorny relationship with her son and 
daughter changes over the years as understanding comes belatedly. 
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AROUND THE HEARTHSTONE 


BOOKS FOR WINTER READING 









Bell, Thelma Harrington. Snow. Viking, 1954. $2.50. 
Beautiful drawings of snowflakes-how they are formed and how snow is 
helpful and dangerous to man. (3-7) 











Bianco, Margery. Winterbound. Viking, 1936. $2.50. 
Story of country life in Connecticut. (5-8) 








Bowen, Vernon. Snow for Christmas. McKay, 1954. $2.50. 
Horace knew how to make it snow, the only trouble was he got more 
snow than he had expected. (3-4) 




















Cassell, Sylvia. Nature Games and Activities. Harper, 1956. $2.50. 
An activity book for each month of the year with emphasis on the many 
aspects of nature. (3-5) 


Hader, Berta and Hader, Elmer. Little White Foot. Macmillan, 1952. 
$2.25. 


A mouse-eye view of the activities at Willow Hill. (3-4) 
























Hazeltine, Alice and Smith, Elva. 
$2.50. 


Poems for all the seasons. (1-6) 


The Year Around. Abingdon, 1956. 








Kimmel, Elsie. Prairie Winter. Lothrop, 1957. $2.75. 

Papa built the house with strong, thick walls to keep out the cold 
but it was especially warm the day some of the family were lost ina 
blizzard. (4-6) 





Lattimore, Eleanor Frances. Holly in the Snow. Morrow, 1954. $2.25. 
Holly spends a memorable Christmas holiday visiting on her grand- 
parents' farm. (4-6) 








Lawson, Robert. The Tough Winter. Viking, 1954. $3. 

All the animals thought Uncle Analdas was just getting old and gloomy 
when he predicted a tough winter ahead. It was a winter of hard times 
for all the animals on Rabbit Hill. (4-6) 


Compiled by Ella L. Rienbeck, Librarian, Watertown Elementary 
Schools, Watertown, New York 

For the Children's and Young People's Section of NYLA 

Mabel B. Bell, Chairman, Book Committee 
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EILMS_ON_ LIBRARIANSHIP 


Many community groups will enjoy and profit by viewing one of these films 
on various phases of our interesting work in libraries. Library Boards 
can find answers to specific problems and gain enlightening ideas of mod- 
ern library service. Staff groups can receive inspiration and further 
know-how on processes used by their professional neighbors in other parts 
of the country. All of these professional 16mm sound films are available 
for free loan to any librarian in New York State. If you would like a 
more detailed listing, or wish to make a booking for a specific date, 
send your request to TRAVELING LIBRARIES, New York State Library, Albany 
1, New York. 


Books and People: 17 minutes. Color. 1947. Tells the story of 
library service in Alabama. Ideal for the promotion of rural 
library service. 

Books for All: 29 minutes. Color. 1957. New York State back- 
ground. An excellent film for the promotion of larger units of 
library service. 

The Common Heritage: 20 minutes. Color. 1952. The story of li- 
brary development in Tennessee with emphasis on the Regional 
Library Service. 

Help Yourself: 23 minutes. Color. 1950. Pictures a steelworker's 
first visit to the Cambria Free Library, Johnstown, Pennsylvania. 

The Impressionable Years: 35 minutes. Black and white. 1952. 
Portrays a little girl's first experience in the Children's Room 
of the New York Public Library. An outstanding film that can be 
used successfully in almost any group. 

It's All Yours: 15 minutes. Black and white. 1945. Dramatizes 
the pleasures and benefits of reading. Will interest young and 
old alike. Narrated by Ralph Bellamy. 

The Library: A Family Affair: 21 minutes. Black and white. 1952. 
Produced by the Brooklyn Public Library. Shows the impact of li- 
brary services on the everyday lives of members of a typical 
family. 

Library on Wheels: 13 minutes. Black and white. 1945. Tells 
the story of the regional library in the Fraser Valley, British 
Columbia. 

The Library Story: 14 minutes. Color. 1952. Filmed in the modern 
highly functional building of the medium-sized Wilmette (Illinois) 
Public Library. Shows the variety of library services today. 

The Magic Number: 23 minutes. Black and white. 1957. Problems 
faced by smaller libraries in Illinois and how they may be over- 
come through cooperation. 

Not by Books Alone: 22 minutes. Color. 1945. The Rochester Public 
Library in action. Shows how that Library serves the citizens of 
the community. 

The Third Card: 20 minutes. Color. 1951. How the Weld County 
Library, Greeley, Colorado, deals with down-to-earth problems. 
Fine for promotion of rural library service with rural groups. 

Bookmobile Service in Chemung County: 15 minutes. Color. (Silent 
Film). Groups that are considering bookmobile service in their 
county plans should find this helpful. 


The Bookmark -36- November, 1957 























PAPERBACKS IN LIBRARIES 


In response to Aaron L. Fessler's article, Panaceas in Paper?, 
The Bookmark, June, 1957 


From Mary P. Lester, Hornell Public Library: 






"I am writing in answer to the article on paperbacks in the June issue 

of The Bookmark. Our experience is that these books can be a boon to the 

small library where there is never enough staff or book budget to do all 

the things we wish to do for our reading public. 

"a) The scholarly paperbacks, such as the Anchor Books (Doubleday) 
We buy several of these a year, and treat them like their hardcover 
relatives, cataloged, pocket and card etc. We also reinforce the 
covers. With the light circulation they receive, they will last 
for several years. Any unexpectedly popular volume can be bound. 
They are used by college students home on vacation, local teachers 
taking college courses, and of course a small group who read widely. 
Those who want these books are so pleased and grateful to find them, 
we feel it is good public relations as well as good library service 
to have these titles. We might feel reluctant to spend $4-$6 for 
a hardcover book of the same type when we know the circulation will 
be limited. 
"b) The commercial 25¢ paperback 

We carry these simply as a public service. Seventy-five percent 
of our stock are gifts. Patrons bring them in by the boxful. We 
throw out those in bad condition and those whose covers or subjects 
are a shade lurid for a public library. We stamp them with the 
library stamp and charge them by writing on a dated card simply the 
name and card number of the patron and the number of books he has. 
We do not know how many we have, or whether we always get back the 
same number. It does not matter. But we cannot buy enough myster- 
ies and westerns to satisfy our fans, and these additions help a 
great deal. Also, as stated in the article, a temporary high de- 
mand for a novel, usually inspired by a movie or TV program, can 

be satisfied by paperbacks, where the library's one or two bound 

copies would never go around. I am thinking of "The Magnificent 

Obsession" where this technique was very successful." 
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From Emanuel Goldberg, Central Islip State Hospital School of Nursing: 


"In our library we have found that paperbacks facilitate large-scale 
circulation of certain books which we particularly wish student nurses to 
read but which may exceed our library budget if ordered in hard covers 
and in quantity. An example of such a book is "Experiencing the Patient's 
Day," which has enjoyed a widespread circulation and is an excellent book 
for student nurses. 

“However, I do not agree with Mr. Fessler that they should not be cat- 
aloged. After all, they are not ephemeral material and our experience 
has been that they have withstood over a year of handling and are still 
in excellent shape." 


From Mrs. Hazel B. Hutchinson, Rochester Public Library: 


"One year ago things looked black for the paperbound book project at 
the Rochester Public Library. 

"The circulation of paperbound books began in May, 1955 in the Central 
Hall of the Library. At that time the books were displayed on a special 
rack with a sign which read: ‘Under the Honor System you may borrow these 
books and return them as soon as you can. No charging, no fines.' 

"Somewhere along the line the system began to break down. By November, 
1955 Rochester's Times-Union printed an article stating, 'The Honor System 
for borrowing paperbound books from the Rochester Public Library is suf- 
fering from a lack of either Honor or System — or both — on the part of 
the readers.’ At that time 194 out of some 349 books had not been returned. 
It was obvious something had to be done. 

"The problem became a challenge to Harold S. Hacker, Director. Mr. Hacker 
was not willing to abandon the paperbound book project without giving it 
a second chance, even though it seemed doomed to possible failure. A com- 
mittee worked out the following revised circulation plan: 

"On June 1, 1956, paperbound books again appeared in the Central Hall; 
this time, however, with a different directive for their use. The sign 
now reads, 'These books may be borrowed on your library card for a 28-day 
loan period.' That is to say, paperbound books were now ready for circu- 
lation, complete with book card to be charged like any other book — all 
Honor abandoned’ 

"In brief, our system is essentially simple. One person handles the 
entire project including selecting, ordering (largely from local distrib- 
utors) and preparing for circulation. A shelf list consisting of publish- 
er, author, title and the price of the book is the only record kept of the 
paperbound holdings. The book card has publisher, book number and copy 
number only, e.g. NAL 123 1-1. The shelf list is referred to only when 
a final overdue notice is necessary, or in order to find the price of a 
lost book. 

"Under this method of charging our paperbound books, a recent inventory 
showed only 29 books listed as missing from a total of 982. This number 
will undoubtedly be reduced when the patrons discover their books in var- 
ious places in home and school. The inventory also indicates a high aver- 
age circulation for discarded books — the number being nine with a range 
of two-16 circulations per book. 

“Our readers are enthusiastic about paperbacks. Both the casual readers 
and the students comment on the pleasure of finding a wide range of titles 
in all fields. We are convinced that these books create new readers and 
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lead others to expand their interests. With the present success of paper- 
covered books at our Main Library, 25 pilot collections of 50 titles each 
(excluding light fiction, mysteries and westerns following Main Library's 
policy) have been installed in branch and four libraries in Monroe County, 
complete with special display racks: " 


From Margaret Glasby, Saratoga Springs Public Library: 


"We have a ‘Swap Shelf' of paperbacks that really runs itself. We put 
stories of a sentence or two in the newspapers stating that the library 
had a collection of paperbound books and that the stock was low. Anyone 
interested in bringing theirs to the library was welcome to do so. From 
this we got several people to bring hundreds. If too many, we keep in 
the work room and dole out as the supply diminishes. We have not had to 
ask for them for the past two years. Somehow the supply keeps up. All 
from donations. 

"The idea is that if the patron takes one, he replaces it with another. 
We do not check titles. If the books are torn or have pages missing, we 
throw them away. We eliminate some, but keep others in our regular book 
collection, sometimes cataloging them, on Greek literature, for example. 

"We have tried putting the westerns near our western collection and 
they are used. Some patrons are meticulous in taking just the number they 
bring, others take more. The great majority of paperbacks are never re- 
turned but we don't mind." 


From a Consulting Librarian: 


"I am amazed at the shellback reaction to paperbounds which have been 
called ‘the greatest printing development since Gutenberg.’ I myself, my 
old and young friends, have found paperbounds a great boon for the impe- 
cunious or indifferent. Aren't conservative librarians familiar with the 
*Bowker list of all sorts of things — from baseball to Dead Sea scrolls 
and Billy Graham, not to mention judo, spin fishing, vacation wardrobes, 
baby and child care, cookbooks and what not? I am obliged to Mr. Fessler 
for his mention of the Reprint Expediting Service ... vested interests 
might be assured that the paperback is a supplementary, not a competing 
market among hammer-and-tongs people who love adventure and personal nar- 
ratives, e.g. 'Run Silent, Run, Deep,’ 'Tiger of the Snows' and will slip 
‘papers’ into dungaree pockets when they'd rather die than be considered 
‘sissy’ with a big, respectable edition‘" 


*Paperbound Books in Print, published semiannually by 
R.R. Bowker Company, 62 West 45th Street, New York 36, 
N.Y., at $3 a year or $2 a single copy, is a helpful 
guide to available paperbacks in all categories, with 
subject, author and title indexes. 
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A SELECTED LIST OF 


as Recent Accessions 


ria 


Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Ethel Lansing, Order Sections 
These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, may be borrowed from the New York State Library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


AFRICA, INDIA AND TIBET 


Baldwin, W.W. Mau Mau man-hunt; the adventures of the only American who 
has fought the terrorists in Kenya. New York, Dutton, 1957. 252p. 
967.62 B182 


King, B.T. Moro Sheeba. Chicago, Moody Press 1957 128p. 276.75 K52 


Leasor, James. Red Fort; the story of the Indian mutiny of 1857. New 
York, Reynal ,19575 383p. 954.5 L438 


Radhakrishnan, Sarvepalli, ed. Source book in Indian philosophy. 
Princeton, N. J., Princeton University Press, 1957. 683p. 
181.4 R128s 
BIOGRAPHY 


Burns, Elizabeth. Late Liz; the authobiography of an ex-pagan. New York, 
Appleton-Century-Crofts .1957, 342p. 248 B967 


Fitzlyon, April. Libertine librettist; a biography of Mozart's librettist 
Lorenzo da Ponte. New York, Abelard-Schuman ,-1957, 292p. 
780.92 D21f 


Russ, Martin. Last parallel; a marine's war journal. New York, Rinehart 
9575 «0333p. 951.9 R958 


Winkler, Max. From A to X: reminiscences. New York, Crown Publishers 


EUROPEAN ECONOMICS 


Shuchman, Abraham. Codetermination: labor's middle way in Germany. 
Washington, Public Affairs Press ,¢19575 247p. 331.152 $384 


Wightman, David. Economic co-operation in Europe; a study of the United 


Nations Economic Commission for Europe. New York, F. A. Praeger, 
1956. 288p. 338.94 W658 
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FRANCE AND THE FRENCH 


Aldridge, A.O. Franklin and his French contemporaries. <~New York; 
New York University Press, 1957. 260p. 973.309 F83a3 


Baudelaire, C.P. Baudelaire: a self-portrait. Selected letters trans- 
lated and edited with a running commentary, by L.B. Hyslop and F.E. 
Hyslop, Jr. London, New York, Oxford University Press, 1957. 259p. 

841.89 B33Abs 

Brereton, Geoffrey. Introduction to the French poets, Villon to the 
present day. Fair Lawn, N. J., Essential Books, 1957. 302p. 

841.09 B841 

Buffum, Imbrie. Studies in the baroque from Montaigne to Rotrou. New 
Haven, Yale University Press, 1957. 256p. (Yale Romanic studies 
2d ser., 4) 840 .903 B929 


MAN AND SOCIETY 


Banay, R.S. We call them criminals. New York, Appleton-Century-Crofts 
cl95% 291p. 364.2 B212 
Barber, Bernard. Social stratification; a comparative analysis of 
structure and process. New York, Harcourt, Brace ,¢19574 540p. 
323.3 B234 


Blaisdell, D.C. American democracy under pressure. New York, Ronald 
Press Co. g¢l9575 324p. 328.368 B635 
Koenig, Samuel. Man and society; the basic teachings of sociology. New 
York,Barnes & Noble 519575 339p. (Everyday handbook #268) 
301 K78 


THE NEGRO 


Chambers, L.A. ed. America's tenth man; a pictorial review of one-tenth 
of a nation, presenting the Negro contribution to. American life to- 
day. New York, Twayne Publishers -19575 35lp. 325.260973 qC444 


Durden, R.F. James Shepherd Pike: Republicanism and the American Negro, 
1850-1882. Durham, N.C., Duke University Press, 1957. 249p. 
973.709 P635d 


PHOTOGRAPHY AND THE TAPE RECORDER 


Deschin, Jacob. Canon photography; a working manual of 35mm photography 
with the Canon v and zvS2. San Francisco, Camera Craft Pub. Co. 
cl9575 «192p. 770.2 D446c 

Hodgson, Dick. How to use a tape recorder, in your business, in your 
home, by Dick Hodgson and H.J. Bullen. New York, Hastings House 
cl957z 216p. 681.843 H691 

WRITING 


Douglass, P.F. Communication through reports. Englewood Cliffs, N. J., 
Prentice-Hall, 1957. 410p. 808.6 D735 


Farrar, L.D. How to make $18,000 a year free-lance writing. New York, 
Hawthorn Books -1957y 276p. 029.6 F243 
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Official Publications 


OF NEW YORK STATE 


en ee F*E = -— 
LQ XS Zz? 


Prepared by Peter Paulson, Gift and Exchange Section 


*Available free to libraries within New York State, and on ex- 
change to libraries outside of New York State, from New York 
State Library, Gift and Exchange Section, Albany 1, New York. 
Other publications may be obtained from issuing office. 


*AFFAIRS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, SENATE COMMITTEE ON. First interim 
report on the inquiry into the public transit system of New York 
City, including minority report, May 15, 1957. (1957) 55p. 
(Legis Doc 1957 no. 45) 


*CARRIER TAXATION, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1957. 
(1957) 69p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 37) 


*CHARITABLE AND PHILANTHROPIC AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS, JOINT 
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report, February 27, 1957. (1957) 22p. 
(Legis Doc 1957 no. 20) 


*CIVIL SERVICE, DEPT. OF. Getting along together; a handbook for New 
York State employees. (1957) 44p. 


*CIVIL SERVICE LAW, TEMPORARY STATE COMMISSION ON REVISION OF THE. 
Report...sixth interim, March 31, 1956. 1956. 162p. 
(Legis Doc 1956 no. 61) 


*COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. Business organizations in New York State; a 
directory of trade associations and chambers of commerce. (1957) 
98p. (1957 edition) 


Woman's Program. Handcrafts in the Empire State; a directory to 
serve buyers of craft goods, tourists and craftsmen. (1957) 96p. 


*COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. 
Report...1957. (1957) 75p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 24) 


*CONSUMER COUNSEL TO THE GOVERNOR. Consumer laws in action, 


April 30, 1957. (1957) 79p. (Consumer Services of the State 
of New York, Part ITI) 


*COORDINATION OF STATE ACTIVITIES, TEMPORARY STATE COMMISSION ON. 
Report of activities for the year 1956-1957, March 27, 1957. 
(1957) 42p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 26) 


* Memorandum; recommendations of the...to the Temporary State 
Commission on the Constitutional Convention, July 11, 1957. (1957) 
32p. Mimeo. 
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*COURTS , TEMPORARY COMMISSION ON THE. Report, 1957, of the...to the 
Governor and the Legislature of the State of New York; III: First 

preliminary report of the Advisory Committee on Practice and 

Procedure, February 1, 1957. (1957) 624p. (Legis Doc 1957 

no. 6(b) ) 


*EDUCATION DEPT. Historic sites of New York State. (1957) 40p. 








* Nursing: law, rules and information, 1956. 
(Handbook 13, professional education) 







(1957) 1lllp. 


* Regents position on additional higher education facilities on 
: Long Island; a supplemental statement on meeting the needs in 
higher education in New York State. 1957. 16p. 








* Regulations of the Commissioner of Education governing health, 
physical education and recreation. (1957) 22p. 








* Division of Archives and History. Historical societies of 
New York State. (1957) 17p. Mimeo. 





*FLOOD CONTROL COMMISSION. Report, 22nd...for the period April 1, 1956 
to March 31, 1957. (1957) 114p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 41) 

















*GOVERNOR (Averell Harriman). Selected special messages to the New 
York State Legislature, from January 24, 1957-March 28, 1957, 

including end of session statement. (1957) 80p. (Legis Doc 1957 

no. 40) 








*GOVERNOR (Thomas E. Dewey). Public papers of Thomas E. Dewey, 5lst 
Governor of the State of New York, 1954. (1957) 1060p. 












*HEALTH, DEPT. OF. Basic vital statistics, New York State (exclusive 
of New York City) 1900-1956. (1957) 44p. (Third edition, re- 
vised 1957) 













Fourth 
(Legis Doc 1957 no. 39) 


*HIGHWAY FINANCE PLANNING COMMISSION, TEMPORARY STATE. 
report...February 19, 1957. (1957) I17p. 





HOUSING, DIV. OF. Housing responsibilities, 1956; a report (for the 
years 1955 and 1956) to Governor Averell Harriman and members of 

the Legislature from Joseph P. McMurray, Commissioner of Housing. 

(1957) 124p. 









*INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR CONDITIONS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. 
Report...for the year 1956-57. 1957. 173p. (Legis Doc 1957 
no. 7) 


* INSURANCE RATES AND REGULATION, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. 
Report...1957. 1957. S54p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 31) 





*IRRIGATION, TEMPORARY STATE COMMISSION ON. 
1957. 119p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 27) 





Report...March 13, 1957. 
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*LEGISLATURE, Senate. Rules of the Senate, 1957, adopted January 9, 
1957, as last amended January 16, 1957. 1957. 26p. (Legis Doc 
1957 no. 4) 


*MATRIMONIAL AND FAMILY LAWS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. 
Report...1957. (1957) 125p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 32) 


*MENTAL RETARDATION, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1957. 
(1957) 67p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 82) 


*MOTOR BOATS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1957. (1957) 
32p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 16) 


*MUNICIPAL TORT LIABILITY, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report, 
3rd...March 14, 1957. (1957) 35p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 23) 


*NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY. Checklist of books and pamphlets in the 
social sciences including anthropology, economics, philosophy, 
political science, psychology, welfare but not including education, 
history and law, first supplement , April 1955-December 1956. 

1957. 19p. 


* Indexing: principles, rules and examples, by Martha Thorne 
Wheeler. Fifth edition. 1957. 78p. (University of the State 
of New York bulletin no. 1445, January 1957) 


*NEW YORK STATE MUSEUM AND SCIENCE SERVICE. Survey of airborne pollen 
and fungus spores of New York State; a preliminary report, by 
Eugene C. Ogden, State Botanist. (1957) 62p. (Bulletin no. 356, 
July 1957) 


*OFFENSIVE AND OBSCENE MATERIAL, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE STUDYING 
THE PUBLICATION AND DISSEMINATION OF. Report, March 1957. 
(1957) 12lp. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 83) 


*RENTS AND RENTAL CONDITIONS, TEMPORARY COMMISSION TO STUDY. 
Report...March 20, 1957. (1957) 35p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 22) 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell University, Ithaca. 
The Selection, identification and care of your Christmas tree and 
greens (by) Fred E. Winch, Jr., and Gordon R. Cunningham. (1957) 
(4p) (Cornell extension bulletin 983, April 1957) 


*STATE LANDS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO STUDY ASSESSMENTS AND 
TAXATION OF. Report...1957. (1957) 26p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 18) 


*STATE POLICE, DIVISION OF. Annual report of the New York State 
Troopers, 39th...for the year 1956. 1957. 60p. 


*UNSATISFIED JUDGMENT FUND AND COMPULSORY INSURANCE, JOINT LEGISLATIVE 
COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE PROBLEM OF. Report...February 18, 1957. 
(1957) 23p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 36) 
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“PUBLIC LIBRARY- 


4 ..' tor Your Information 


GENERAL NEWS 
Prepared by Ida M. Cohen, Reference, and Library Extension Staff 


NYLA Highlights: A total of 918 persons attended the 64th annual confer- 
ence of the New York Library Association at the Sheraton-Ten Eyck Hotel, 
Albany, October 16-19. The theme of the conference was: "Library Recruit- 
ment — Every Member's Responsibility." Of state-wide importance was the 
report of the Commissioner of Education's Committee on Public Library Ser- 
vice. Coffee hour at the Governor's Mansion was a gracious social event 
at which Mrs. W. Averell Harriman was hostess. The exhibitors were hosts 
at a gala reception in the rotunda of the Education Building. An organ 
recital by H. Wellington Stewart was given at St. Peter's Episcopal church 
for members and friends of the Association. 

Outstanding was Justice Francis Bergan's address at the first General 
Session Wednesday evening on "The Findings and Report of the Commissioner 
of Education's Committee on Public Service." This was a masterly conden- 
sation of months of research and thoughtful discussion. At a joint meeting 
of the County Library Development Committee and the Library Trustees Foun- 
dation, Richard Lawrence, Chairman of the Subcommittee on Recommendations, 
and Francis R. St. John, Chairman of the Fact-Finding Committee, brilliant- 
ly elucidated fine points of the report. Librarians of the State brought 
helpful comment to a panel discussion of "The Newly Revised Standards of 
Public Library Service as They Relate to New York State." We are truly 
grateful to all who have so unselfishly devoted long hours and careful 
planning for better library service in our State. 

Joy Chute's talk at the second General Session Friday evening on "The 
Writer — In and Out of Trouble" was a treat. We have met authors who 
seemed nicer than their books — and vice versa, but in Miss Chute's case, 
books and author seemed a perfect match. Her unaffected manner, integrity 
and freshness cause us to seek an appropriate phrase which somehow eludes 


us; it would be to the effect that "the enchanted are enchanting." For 
those who have inquired: her speech will not be reprinted, as she had only 
the sketchiest of notes. "Greenwillow" is definitely scheduled as a mu- 


sical to appear on Broadway next October. 
At an Adult Services Section luncheon, Elsie and John Masterton spoke 
of their Bluberry Hill farm and convinced us that only their guests had 
"Nothing Whatever to Do."' We look forward to seeing Mrs. Masterton's cook 
book, now in preparation, and, if we are lucky, to tasting her concoctions. 
Mrs. Alice C. Desmond talked charmingly of her new teen-age novel, "Be- 
witching Betsy Bonaparte," soon to appear; and at the same meeting of the 
Children's and Young People's Section, William Boutwell, Director of the 
Teen-Age Book Club, spoke interestingly on "What Books Do Young People 
Want?", followed by Lillian Morrison's informed and informing report based 
on work with young adults at the New York Public Library. Mrs. Rosamund 
Du Jardin, popular author of young people's books, addressed the joint 
luncheon of the School Libraries and CYPL Sections on Saturday noon, blend- 
ing humor with wisdom in her delightful talk. 
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A panel discussion on "Library Recruitment: the Library School's Re- 
sponsibility" brought forth differing points of view from library school 
representatives. The Trustees Foundation, college and university libraries, 
technical services, reference, institution libraries, film service and the 
promotion and preservation of historical and rare materials were all con- 
sidered in the broadly inclusive program. 

Marcus A. Wright, director of the Binghamton Public Library, who suc- 
ceeded Frances G. Hepinstall, librarian, State College for Teachers, 
Buffalo, as president of NYLA, announced the following awards, which were 
presented at the second General Session: the L. Marion Moshier award for 
distinguished service to librarianship in rural areas to Mrs. Mabel R. 
Sullivan, librarian of the Mary E. Seymour Memorial Library, Stockton; 
citations of merit and honorary memberships in NYLA: The Honorable William 
J. Wallin, Yonkers, Senator Walter J. Mahoney, Buffalo, Assemblyman Malcolm 
Williams, Yonkers; Neil Van Deusen scholarship award: Robert K. Ihrig, 
Columbia University, School of Library Service student; NYLA scholarship 
award: Robert Hodson, Columbia SLS student. The 1958 NYLA conference will 
be im Rochester, New York, at the Hotel Manger (formerly Seneca), October 
15-18, Wednesday through Saturday. 


Florence Harshe Honored: For outstanding service to the North Country, 
Florence E. Harshe, Regional Librarian of the Regional Library Service 
Center, Watertown, was honored by St. Lawrence University at its 9th an- 
nual Homecoming Citations program on October 5, 1957. Miss Harshe has been 
at the Center since 1951, first as chief of advisory services, and since 
1956 as Regional Librarian. Under Miss Harshe's direction, book distribu- 
tion has been expanded in the 65 public libraries in Jefferson, Lewis and 
St. Lawrence counties. Workshops for librarians and trustees, film show- 
ings in the area and book talks have been part of the broad program. 

Graduate of Ohio State University and the School of Library Science at 
Western Reserve University, Miss Harshe began her career as a student as- 
sistant in the public library of Lima, Ohio. After obtaining her library 
degree, Miss Harshe returned to Lima and served successively as assistant 
in the children's department, as branch librarian and head of the circula- 
tion department. In 1947, she went to Hawaii to become head of the loan 
desk at the library of Hawaii in Honolulu. 

Miss Harshe is an active member of state and national professional li- 
brary organizations. She is at present a member of NYLA Council and was 
formerly treasurer of the Library Extension Section, Public Libraries 
Division, American Library Association. 


State Library Exhibits: The New York State Library is instituting a pro- 
gram of lending rare or interesting books and related material on specific 
subjects for exhibit purposes. Any library with suitable and protected 
display space may arrange to borrow these exhibits. The borrowing library 
pays transportation costs and provides insurance coverage for the period 
of the display. 

Typical exhibits are: original leaves from famous Bibles, 1121-1935; 
early American architectural books; incunabula; the face of Sherlock Holmes; 
first editions of Charles Dickens; Benjamin Franklin; Alexander Hamilton; 
American travels; and any other subject of historical interest on which 
the library is able to assemble material. Requests for loan should be made 
to Mason Tolman, Reference Librarian. 


A most interesting exhibit which will open about November 15 in the 
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rotunda of the Education Building will commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of the work of Luigi Tarisio of Milan, Italy, in assembling, restoring 
and preserving for future generations the priceless violins and other in- 
struments of the bow made by such Italian masters as Amati, Stradivari and 
Guarnieri. Dr. Ernest Frier, director of Secondary Education, New York 
State Education Department, is the collector and owner of the materials 
to be displayed. 

Tarisio who lived in the first half of the 19th century spent much of 
his life in the search for such instruments and in rescuing them from 
certain destruction. Most of our famous violinists today own and play 
instruments saved by Tarisio. 

Included in the exhibit will be a noteworthy collection of rare, old 

‘ and modern violins and other bow instruments; rare and interesting books 
on the violin; tools and forms, charts and blueprints used by the violin 
maker in performance of his craft; a group of bows of various sizes and 
types; and a display of the processes involved in making a violin from 

the raw wood to the completed instrument. 































Staff Notes: Jack B. Spear, head of Traveling Libraries, is cochairman 
with Marcus A. Wright of the Librarians' Committee of New York State for 
National Library Week. A lay committee of leading citizens will soon be 
announced to carry out New York State plans. — Ernest Breuer, Law Librar- 
ian, attended the 3rd annual meeting of the Association of Law Libraries 

of Upstate New York in Syracuse September 6 and 7. He reported on the 
Temporary State Commission on the Constitutional Convention and its work 

to date, and on the Attorney General's Special Committee to Study and Re- 
port on the Simplification and Revision of the Official Compilation of 

the Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of New York. He also pre- 
sided at a discussion on the preparation and value of the Ready Reference 
File in the Law Library. Nancy Stirling, Assistant Law Librarian, was 
reelected treasurer of the Association. — Marion H. Vedder has been elect- 
ed to membership on the Board of Directors of The American Correctional 
Association. The regular midwinter meeting of the Board will be in New 
York City at the Hotel Statler, February 13, 1958. 





State Institution Library News: A meeting of the Steering Committee for 
Institution Libraries is to be held November 4 to hear a report on the 
1957 Workshop for Institution Librarians and to discuss recommendations 
made at this Workshop for improving and strengthening institution library 
service. Members of the Committee are: Dr. David M. Schneider, chairman, 

and Dr. Edward S. George, Social Welfare Department; Lillian V. Salsman 

and Virginia Scullin, Mental Hygiene Department; Price Chenault, Correction 
Department; M. Arlene Mellinger and E. Louise Draper, Health Department; 

Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, Irving A. Verschoor and Marion H. Vedder, secretary, 
Education Department. 

Several State institutions report newly filled library positions. Mental 
Hygiene Department: Brooklyn State Hospital — Eva L. Reiman, Columbia 
University School of Library Service; Central Islip State Hospital — 

Peter W. McCaffrey, provisional; Creedmoor State Hospital — Mrs. Ruth 
Bickel, Columbia University SLS, provisional; Middletown State Hospital — 
Mrs. Elizabeth Eckert; Rockland State Hospital — Roland D. Elderkin, 
Columbia University SLS. Social Welfare Department: Otisville Training 
School for Boys — Mrs. Bessie D. Randall, Atlanta University, School of 
Library Service and Syracuse University, School of Library Science; New 

York State Training School for Boys, Warwick — Richard Cassels, provisional. 
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Book Lists Available: "Operation Earth," an attractive and timely anno- 
tated list, is available on request to the Queens Borough Public Library, 
89-14 Parsons Boulevard, Jamaica 32, N.Y., Mildred L. Hennessy, Public 
Relations Officer, announces. — "Testament of Experience," a thoughtfully 
prepared, annotated list, may be obtained by writing Grace A. Moore, Read- 
ers' Adviser, Albany Public Library, Washington Avenue and Dove Street, 
Albany, N.Y. — A comprehensive basic list, "First Aids for Answering Ref- 
erence Questions," has been compiled by the Library Extension Division, 
The New York State Library, The State Education Department, Albany 1, N.Y. 
and copies may be secured on request. Libraries are urged to send lists 
to The Bookmark and reprints will be made; or let us know if you have ex- 
tra copies of printed lists to share. 


Theodore Roosevelt Centennial: A resolution urging libraries throughout 
the United States to participate in the Theodore Roosevelt centennial to 
be celebrated in 1958 was passed by the ALA Council. The theme of the 
centennial is: "Responsible Citizenship." L. Quincy Mumford, chairman of 
the Library Committee for Centennial, announced that reading lists and 
other materials will be available. 


ALA News: A mail vote of the membership of the American Library Associa- 
tion has determined that ALA Headquarters shall remain in Chicago, instead 
of being removed to Washington, D. C., as the ALA Council, policy-making 
body of the organization, decided last June at the ALA 76th Annual Confer- 
ence in Kansas City. The result of the balloting, conducted through the 
ALA Bulletin, was announced by Executive Secretary David H. Clift, who re- 
ported the vote was 5,749 to set aside the Council action, and 2,199 to 


sustain the action. Under the ALA Constitution, at least one quarter of 
the membership must vote to set aside an action of Council. ALA's total 
membership is about 20,000. — Nominations are now being sought for the 
1958 Margaret Mann Citation award. Librarians who have made a distin- 
guished contribution to the profession through cataloging and classifica- 
tion are eligible. Nominees must be members of the Cataloging and Clas- 
sification Section of the Resources and Technical Services Division, 
American Library Association, but may be nominated by any librarian. All 
nominations should be made, together with information upon which recom- 
mendation is based, not later than January 1, 1958, to the chairman of the 
Section's Committee on Award of the Margaret Mann Citation, Miss Pauline 
A. Seely, Supervisor of Technical Services, Denver Public Library, 1357 
Broadway, Denver 3, Colorado. — Mrs. Grace T. Stevenson, Deputy Execu- 
tive Secretary of the American Library Association, has been appointed 
Executive Secretary of the recently formed ALA State Library Agencies 
Division. Mrs. Stevenson will carry on her new duties with the SLAD in 
addition to other Headquarters work. — A unique cooperative effort be- 
tween ALA and Sears, Roebuck and Co. has resulted in a two-page spread on 
"Books for a Better Understanding of Our Country" in the Sears Christmas 
catalog now being distributed to 8,000,000 American homes. Copies of the 
reprint may be displayed on a bulletin board or used as a center for a 
library exhibit on the subject and may be obtained in multiple, without 
charge, by writing to: Publications Section, Dept. 703, Sears, Roebuck and 
Co., 925 South Homan Avenue, Chicago 7, Illinois. Another spread is 
planned for the Spring catalog urging citizens to participate in National 
Library Week, March 16-22. This is fine evidence of support by a large 


business organization which cannot fail to extend the use and usefulness 
of books and libraries. 
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LOCAL ACTIVITIES 


Prepared by I. Marie Gustafson and Edgar Tompkins 






Chautauqua. The Darwin R. Barker Library of Fredonia was thronged on 
Sunday afternoon, September 29, by enthusiastic residents of Fredonia 
and vicinity, who were much pleased over the remodeling and rearrange- 
ment now completed. 


Dutchess. The Adriance Memorial Library, Poughkeepsie, has received a 
check for $750 from the IBM employees. The money will be used for the 
purchase of ampifying machines for the blind and bedridden, which make 

’ possible the use of reading matter transcribed on play-back records for 
those with impaired sight; and to build up a record library for this 
purpose and provide "under pillow" microphones for the bedridden. 





Erie. The Board of Trustees of the Orchard Park Free Library held a Li- 
brary Open House on September 22. 


Jefferson. Adams Public Library is the recipient of gifts of $70 from the 
Etude Club and $10 from an anonymous friend of the library. — Among 

the floats in the Bill Johnston Pirate Parade, September 7, was one from 
the Holland Library of Alexandria Bay. — Eighty-five children were 
registered for the Thousand Island Park Library's summer storytelling 
programs. 


Monroe. Books Sandwiched In, the noon-hour book reviews sponsored by the 
Friends of the Rochester Public Library, began its new winter series 
on October l. 


Nassau. Not one voice was raised in opposition to the proposal to con- 
struct a new building for the Glen Cove Public Library, at a hearing 
held September 23, although there was one person objecting to the pro- 
posed location. There was general agreement that the construction was 
long overdue. — Four thought-provoking motion pictures comprising an 
hour-long program were presented by the Friends of the Levittown Public 
Library in conjunction with the exhibit of library materials at the 
Tenth Anniversary Celebration cultural day observances on October 10. 
— The Friends of the Floral Park Public Library began another season 
of programs on October 29. Sheridan Garth was the first speaker on 

the topic: '"Vacationland at America's Doorstep — the Caribbean." 






New York. The undisputed best seller of all time, the Bible, will be 
shown in 25 rare editions by The New York Public Library in a new ex- 
hibition which opened October 1. Selected from among the Library's 

‘ notable "firsts'', the Bibles will be displayed in the main lobby of 

the Fifth Avenue building through November 30. Lewis M. Stark, Chief 

of the Rare Book Room, who arranged the exhibition, shows the collec- 

tor's items chronologically, from 1455 to 1782, from the first printed 

Bible, the Gutenberg Bible, to the Aitken Bible, the first Bible printed 

in English in this country. Many of the great landmarks in the history 

of the printed Bible are represented: polyglots, the Pentateuch, trans- 
lations by Erasmus, Tyndale, Coverdale; the Douai-Rheims and King James 
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versions; the Eliot Indian Bible, the Saur Bible, and first editions 
in various European languages. 


Onondaga. The Eastwood Branch of the Syracuse Public Library will become 
the Paul M. Paine Branch when the new building now under construction 
is completed. Dr. Paine was Director of the Library from 1915 to 1942. 


Orange. Mrs. Christine Torgersen, librarian at Highland Falls, presided 
at the fall meeting of the Orange-Sullivan Library Association in the 
Tuxedo Park Library on October 25. — The Highland Falls Library is 
compiling a directory of the clubs and organizations in Highland Falls 
and Fort Montgomery and will keep it available for reference. — Very 
popular was the special book sale of used books for adults "All You 
Can Carry For $1" which was held recently by the Highland Falls Library. 
— Rushmore Memorial Library plans a book fair in Woodbury Town Hall, 
Highland Mills, on November 18. — The Thrall Library, Middletown, and 
Newburgh Free Library plan exhibits of new books on Wednesday morning, 
November 6. — To accompany an exhibit of cookbooks, Miriam Peters of 
the Middletown Library staff has designed a poster captioned: ‘How 
Long Since You've Shocked Your Family With a New Recipe?" 


St. Lawrence. Work started for the addition to the Canton Free Library 
is expected to be completed by January 1958 
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PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 


Edited by Irving A. Verschoor, Library Extension 





Walker, Elinor, ed. Book bait. American Library Association, 1957. 
$1.25. 

Miss Walker and her large committee of experienced young adult librar- 
ians have produced a valuable tool for librarians wishing to initiate work 
with the teen-age. Book bait contains detailed annotations of nearly 100 
adult titles which in practice have proven successful with young adults. 
Many of these titles are "self-starters,'' and most of them are now in the 
active adult collections of public libraries. 

This list is for the use of librarians in setting up a shelf or section 
of guaranteed appeal to teen-agers, and is not to be handed to the young 
people themselves. Its annotations point out incidents to be cited in 
"selling" a book in floor work, good sections to use in book talks, and 
give additional titles for use with the reader who wants "another book 
just like this one." All titles referred to are listed alphabetically in 
an index, with those annotated indicated by an asterisk (*). The arrange- 
ment of notes is alphabetical by author. 

Any type of library which has one or more teen-age readers will want 
this, and the fact that the titles included in Book bait are adult suggests 
many additional uses. Jane A. Ellstrom 





Asheim, Lester, & others. The humanities and the library; problems in 
the interpretation, evaluation and use of library materials. American 
Library Association, 1957. $5. 

This compilation of the essential knowledge about the contents of books 
and the criteria for evaluating them in the fields of religion, philosophy, 
fine arts, music and literature was developed by the faculty of the Grad- 
uate Library School of the University of Chicago as a syllabus for use in 
library school. 

About ten years ago a serious reevaluation of library school courses 
and texts was being undertaken in all of the major library schools. The 
basic objective in the new library education proposals was to avoid train- 
ing the student to be only a custodian of books. While the limitations 
of time made it impossible for a librarian to acquire a depth of knowledge 
in a wide range of subjects, it was hoped that the library student would 
acquire a knowledge of the subjects represented in libraries in a more 
integrated and functional way than was possible with the former dependence 
on classified lists. 

The advantage of syllabi of this kind — and it should be pointed out 
that library faculties in other schools have already produced working 
syllabi in the science and social science fields — is that they are in- 
tended to coordinate the general education of the student with the profes- 
sional outlook. The primary objective of library school is to acquire 
some familiarity with techniques and to develop a concept of librarianship. 
Dr. Asheim and his colleagues make the point that while librarianship is 
the primary objective, the point of departure is subject matter. This is 
a refreshing pause in our efforts to educate all library students as pro- 
spective administrators. These authors very wisely concede that librar- 
ianship is conditioned by the nature of the materials which make up the 
library collection. 

This is not a basic volume in book selection, ordering, cataloging or 
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reference work in the humanities. It is intended to present the subject 
materials in such a way that the student may adapt the special problems 
of the field to his basic knowledge. As an example, there is a section 
under Literature devoted to non-musical recordings which provides sources 
for obtaining these, suggestions for cataloging and useful ideas on in- 
tegrating these materials with the regular literature collection. 

No attempt is made to view each of the subject areas from the various 
points of library treatment. In the section on religion, the authors have 
provided an excellent coverage of the problem of children's books in the 
religious field from the point of view of selection only. This is typical 
of the thoughtfulness of the authors in dealing with a specific problem 
from the librarian's viewpoint. The less practical approach could have 
assumed that this would appear in a course in children's literature, or 
under the social sciences in education or even under literature in general. 

There is no index to this volume and the statement is made that this 
is a deliberate omission to discourage the idea that the book can be used 
as a source of factual information. A table of contents is provided by 
broad subject units. Complete bibliographic references and the inclusion 
of titles that are standard in some of the fields are not readily found. 
A little investigation reveals that inasmuch as this is primarily a li- 
brary school text it is assumed the student will not only take cognizance 
of his instructors' suggestions, but also make frequent use of Miss Winchell's 
Guide to reference books. Irving A. Verschoor 
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From: SILVER PLATTER by Ellin Berlin Copyright 1957 by Ellin 
Berlin, reprinted by permission of Doubleday & Company, Inc. 


"My deepest thanks go to the librarians. Every place 
I went, from the Huntington Library, which was the first, 
to the New York Society Library, which was the last, I 
met with kindness and consideration. Experts in other 
fields, such as Classical Music and Horses, have made me 
feel foolish every time I opened my mouth. Among the 
librarians I found only courtesy and patience. I could 
ask all the questions I liked and they never made me 
feel ashamed of my inexperience as a researcher." 
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By Lester Asheim 
Dean, Graduate Library School, University of Chicago 


"The revolution to which I refer is the present-day belief that the 
effort required for any activity should be reduced, and that everything 
worth while should come easily. In the mass media, for example, all of 
the work including thinking is done for the user. But the book requires 
that the reader meet it half way by doing some of the work himself. 

"In other words, the book has entered into competition with the 
other media on their grounds, not on its own. It is being judged, not 
on its merits as a book, but on the degree to which its appeal is like 
that of the movie and the telecast. We have tried to make reading easier 
by diluting literary style and eliminating complexities and challenge. 
.-.What we haven't done is to show that reading has unique rewards of its 
own—long-term and deeper—which, although they can be won only with a 
bit of effort, are worth it. 

"If language and the book have always been the core of education, it 
is because education is concerned with man's relation to the world which 
relies on communication, and it was through language and the book that 
communication was carried on. Today the book is only one of the means 
of communication...If we were to emphasize the best in each media, rather 
than insist that one is best for everything, the unique strengths and re- 
wards of reading would soon become apparent. 

"For one thing, there is the matter of styles. Not only what is 
said but how it is said can be a source of delight in all of the media. 
Each of them has a particular form and style which the other cannot dup- 
licate—in the book, of course, it is the selection and ordering of words 
in beautiful and meaningful combinations. 

"The book differs from the other media in another aspect. It is im- 
possible for the user of radio, film and television to say—as he can when 
he reads a book—'Let's stop a minute and think about this.' Only the 
medium of print allows one to stop and think, to re-read, to go back and 
compare, to verify and adjust. The book thus invites a critical judgment; 
the other media almost demand its suspension. 

"The book is still unmatched in its ability to present all sides of 
an idea or a concept, to take the necessary time to develop an idea fully, 
to give arresting and challenging and provocative statement to ideas that 
we ourselves are unable to express, to charm and entertain and delight 
through the special manipulation of symbolic black marks on white paper. 

"The very success of the other media makes the continued existence 
of the book—the book in its pre-revolution sense of hard covers, hard 
content, and hard challenge—all the more essential. The book is not only 
a storehouse for the best that is known and thought in the world—it is 
a device for stimulating new thoughts and generating new ideas. 

"If we will only let it, the book can remain supreme in its capacity 
to move and challenge and enlarge the minds of men." 


Reprinted with permission from "Reading in Action: International 
Reading Association Conference Proceedings, v.2, 1957," published 
and distributed on a nonprofit basis by Scholastic Magazines, 

33 West 42nd St., New York 36, N.Y., $2 per copy;$1.50,extra copy 











